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Synopsis

Decades after setting the study of Paul on a profoundly new footing with Paul and Palestinian
Judaism (Fortress Press, 1977), E. P. Sanders now offers an expansive introduction to the apostle,
navigating some of the thorniest issues in scholarship in language accessible to the novice and
seasoned scholar alike. Always careful to distinguish what we can know historically from what we
may only conjecture, and these from dogmatically driven misrepresentations, Sanders sketches a
fresh picture of the apostle as an ardent defender of his own convictions, ever ready to craft the
sorts of arguments that now fill his letters but were not the basis for his own beliefs and attitudes. He
also gives sustained attention to a historical sketch of PaulA¢a -a,¢s context, particularly Second
Temple Judaism, in order to set comparisons of Paul and that context on solid ground. Here are
familiar themes from SandersA¢a —-4,¢s earlier work in a presentation that reveals a

careerA¢a -4,¢s reflection, along with new thinking regarding development in PaulA¢a -4,¢s
thought. All of the letters are carefully introduced in a text that will prove a worthy guide to the

student and interested reader.
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Customer Reviews

This an excellent book. Access able to the non-specialist reader without compromising the

scholarship.

The Apostle Paul’'s messages were always difficult for me to understand, but Sanders does an
excellent job of revealing just what the wordy preacher was trying to tell everyone. No more hidden

messages after reading this book.

good quality

This is the book that | was looking for. | enjoy reading it and the price was right.Avery thorough

study of St Paul’'s works.The mailing was quick and in one piece.Thanks.

Sanders has done a great job shedding light on Paul’s letters, life, etc. Here is a brief summary of
his book that | wrote
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